EduqasEnglish GCSEs:
A Guide for Parents and Carers of
Exmouth Community College
Key Stage 4 Students

What will my child be studying?
Students will be working towards two GCSEs: GCSE English Language, and GCSE English Literature. We follow the
Eduqas exam specifications for both qualifications. Both exams are 100% exam‐based.

Eduqas GCSE English Language

Eduqas GCSE English Language

Each component below forms one exam: the timings and weightings of each exam are given for you. Components 1
and 2 are each divided into two halves: Reading (Section A) and Writing (Section B). Component 3 (Spoken Language)
is unweighted, and therefore will not contribute to your child’s final grade. However, a pass, merit or distinction will
be recorded on your child's GCSE certificate.

Component 1: Fiction
1 hour 45 minutes
Weighting: 40%

Component 2: Non‐Fiction
2 hours
Weighting: 60%

Component 3: Spoken Language
Completed in class
Weighting: none

Section A (20%): 20th Century Literature Reading
An unseen extract from a 20th century literary prose text with a
series of questions.

Section B (20%): Creative Prose Writing
A choice of four titles giving opportunities for writing to describe
and narrate, and using language imaginatively and creatively.
Section A (30%): 19th and 21st Century Non‐Fiction Reading
Two high‐quality unseen non‐fiction texts, one from the 19th
century, the other from the 21st century with a series of
questions.
Section B (30%): Transactional and Persuasuve Writing
Two equally weighted compulsory tasks testing transactional,
persuasive and/or discursive writing.

A formal presentation or speech (or other spoken language task),
plus response to a series of questions or feedback.

English Language Assessment
Your child will be assessed on the following skills, which are divided into assessment objectives (AOs):
Reading:





AO1: Their skills at identifying and interpreting explicit and implicit information and ideas, and selecting and
synthesising evidence from different texts.
AO2: Their skills at explaining, commenting on, and analysing how writers use language and structure to
achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to support their views.
AO3: Their skills at comparing writers' ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are conveyed, across two
or more texts.
AO4: Their skills at critically evaluating texts and supporting this with appropriate textual references.

Writing:




AO5: Their skills at communicating clearly, effectively, and imaginatively, selecting and adapting tone, style
and register for different forms, purposes and audiences; and organising information and ideas, using
structural and grammatical features to support their coherence and cohesion.
AO6: Their skills at using a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with
accurate spelling and punctuation. This AO makes up 20% of your child’s English Language grade.

2

Eduqas GCSE English Literature

Eduqas GCSE English Literature

As with the English Language GCSE, each component below forms on exam: the timings and weightings of each exam
are listed below. Both English Literature exams are closed book: your child cannot take copies of their texts into the
exam room.

Component 1: Shakespeare and Poetry
2 hours
Weighting: 40%

Section A (20%): Shakespeare
One extract question and one essay question, based on the play
your child has studied in class.
Section B (20%): Anthology Poetry
Two questions (one comparative), based on poems from the
Poetry Anthology studied in class ‐ students will be given a blank
copy of the first poem.
Section A (20%): Post‐1914 Prose/Drama
One extract‐based question on a post‐1914 prose or drama text
studied in class.

Component 2: Post‐1914 Prose/Drama,
19th Century Prose and Unseen Poetry
2 hour 30 minutes
Weighting: 60%

Section B (20%): 19th Century Prose
One extract‐based question on a 19th century prose text studied
in class.

Section C (20%): Unseen Poetry from the 20th/21st Century
Two questions on unseen poems, one of which involves
comparison.

What Will My Child Be Assessed On?
Your child will be assessed on the following skills, which are divided into assessment objectives (AOs):






AO1: Their ability to read, understand and respond to texts. Students should be able to: maintain a critical
style and develop an informed personal response; and use textual references, including quotations, to
support and illustrate interpretations.
AO2: Their ability to analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create meanings and
effects, using relevant subject terminology where appropriate.
AO3: Their ability to show understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts in which they
were written.
AO4: Their ability to use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with
accurate spelling and punctuation. This constitutes 5% of marks in total.

Which Texts Will My Child Study?
Your child will texts from the following selection:






Component 1 Section A (20%): Shakespeare
Romeo and Juliet, Macbeth or Othello
Component 1 Section B (20%): Anthology Poetry
An anthology of 18 poems from 1789 to the present day, including poems by Carol Ann Duffy, Wilfred
Owen, William Blake and Ted Hughes.
Component 2 Section A (20%): Post 1914 Prose/Drama
An Inspector Calls (J. B. Priestley), Lord of the Flies (William Golding) or Blood Brothers (Willy Russell)
Component 2 Section B (20%): 19th Century Prose
The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde (Robert Louis Stevenson) or A Christmas Carol (Charles
Dickens)
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How Can I Help My Child Revise for English Language?
Above all else, remember that it’s your child’s exam – not yours! It is their responsibility to be ready for the exams.

What will they need?

What do they need to cover?














A quiet designated revision space (not their bed)
Time to revise: have they got a revision
timetable? Have they got time to revise?
Resources: lined and plain paper, revision cards,
coloured pens and pencils, highlighters and post‐
it notes (stationery suddenly becomes more
exciting than ever before during revision!)
Their exercise books from years 10 and 11
Revision materials from their class teacher
Practice papers from their teacher
Access to a variety of non‐fiction texts, such as
magazines, newspapers and reviews (there’s a
list of text types in the box on the right)

What strategies can they use on their
own?







Brainstorming ideas for creative prose titles,
mapping out the story mountain and coming up
with the opening and closing lines.
Reading non‐fiction texts and highlight and label
the features
Skimming a text and summarising what it’s
about
Creating revision cards with the features of each
form of non‐fiction writing
Reading a page of a book and writing their own
exam‐style questions
Reading an article and writing their own exam‐
style questions



Creative writing – planning and writing a short story
The purpose, possible audiences and format (features)
of the following non‐fiction forms:
o Articles (newspaper and magazine)
o Speech
o Report
o Letters (formal and informal)
o Diary entry
o Reviews
o Leaflet
Reading 20th century fiction and 19th and 21st century
non‐fiction and:
o Identifying explicit and implicit information
o Analysing language and structure
o Comparing texts (non‐fiction only)
o Evaluating texts (weighing up and providing an
opinion or conclusion)

What strategies can I help with?






Reading and discussing non‐fiction texts, such as
newspaper articles, magazine articles, political
speeches and reviews.
Giving them a creative writing title (e.g. The Storm,
Write about a time when you felt happy, Write a story
that starts with the line, “I gasped. He...”) and get
them to plan their story.
Read fiction with them and discuss the impact it has
on you.
Work through SPAG activities with them.
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How Can I Help My Child Revise For English Literature?
Above all else, remember that it’s your child’s exam – not yours! It is their responsibility to be ready.

What will they need?

What do they need to cover?






A quiet designated revision space (not their bed)
Time to revise: have they got a revision timetable?
Have they got time to revise?
 Resources: lined and plain paper, revision cards,
coloured pens and pencils, highlighters and post‐it
notes (stationery suddenly becomes more exciting
than ever before during revision!)
 Their exercise books from years 10 and 11
 Their poetry anthology
 Revision materials from their class teacher
 Practice papers from their teacher
Optional:
 Copies of the texts (talk to teachers about
purchasing via the school)
 Revision guides
 Film and TV versions of the texts studied (worth
checking their accuracy with the teacher)

What strategies can they use on their
own?











Re‐read the texts
Storyboard the events of the texts and plays
Create a list of themes and (if appropriate)
characters for each text or play
Mind map key quotations, events, patterns, ideas
and context for each character and theme
Venn diagrams to compare anthology poems
Make quotation cards – see more below.
Record their ideas and listen to them back
Annotate quotations for language, form and
structure
Planning answers to practice papers
Writing answers to practice papers









Plot and key events (or for poetry, what the poem
is about)
Themes and Characters
o Key events
o Key quotations
o Patterns and importance
o Context (for poetry and 19th century
prose)
Symbols
Key quotations for themes and characters
3 ideas and key quotations per poem, covering the
language, structure and form.
Comparisons between poems
Social and historical context (for all poems and
19th century prose).

What strategies can I help with?








Get them used to working for 2 and a half hours
without a break, music or their phone!
Re‐read the texts
Watch adaptations of the texts of plays on film
Test them on revision cards and quotations
Let your child teach you about a topic or theme
from one of their texts
Remind them to use their exercise book

How on earth is my child going to learn so many quotations?
Your child will need to learn a fair few! Here are some tips and strategies that they may find useful:
 Choose short, multipurpose quotations that cover more than one character and/or theme – it will save them
from learning more in the long run.
 Don’t try to remember too many at once – stick to 5 at a time.
 Put them on post‐it notes or cards and stick them around the house where you’ll see them (the back of the
bathroom door is a good one...).
 Draw cartoons, sketches or symbols to help them remember them – especially if they contain imagery.
 Act them out
 Read, cover, say and write. And repeat. It’s dull, but it works!
 Analyse (annotate, explode or juice) each with inferences, and the effects of language and structure
 Aim for little and often. 10 minutes, 3 or 4 times a day will drip feed them into their psyche...
 Use them in practice essays – it will give them more meaning. Plus, that’s the whole point of learning them!
 Repeat – once they’ve learned a quotation, they need to return to it so that they don’t forget it.
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Useful Revision Resources
These are a selection of resources, both online and in hard copy that students and teachers have found useful.

Useful Online Resources (Language and Literature)
 BBC Bitesize English Language 9‐1 (choose Eduqas): https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zr9d7ty
 Course Hero: https://www.coursehero.com/lit/ ‐ excellent revision notes and infographics for literature texts.
 Sparknotes: http://www.sparknotes.com/ ‐ online study guides for Literature texts, in addition to free online
versions of No Fear Shakespeare (see below).
 Poetry Foundation: https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems ‐ poems searchable by subject and theme,
which would be excellent for practising approaching unseen poems.
 British Library Online: https://www.bl.uk/romantics‐and‐victorians‐ an excellent source of a range of 19th
century texts to support English Language and the poetry anthology. Also excellent sources on Shakespeare.
 National Archives: http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/ ‐ another good source for contextual
information and non‐fiction reading.
 GCSEPod:https://www.gcsepod.com ‐ the school has purchased a subscription for this service. It has a wide
range of revision podcasts suited for the Eduqas exam board and provides useful revision resources for both the
Language and Literature courses.

Useful Revision Guides


Writing Tasks Booklet – your child will be able to obtain this through their English teacher. This booklet has a
selection of practice tasks (both creative writing and non fiction) as well as tips on how to plan and proof read
your work. Your child’s teacher will mark any work completed.

 Revision workbooks on the Literature texts – again, these will have been made available in English lessons and
have been set as regular homework tasks.



CGP’s revision guides – look for those that are labelled 9‐1. They offer guides that cover all English Language
specifications, as well as ones that are specific to this exam board (you’ll need to look for WJEC Eduqas). They
also have excellent revision guides for Literature texts (again, look for 9‐1).




York Notes (9‐1) – again, excellent guides covering the key themes and characters of Literature texts.
Globe Education Shakespeare for WJEC Eduqas (published by Hodder) – editions of plays that are specifically
produced for our exam board; they contain directors’ notes and activities that address the assessment objectives
from the exam. Available on Amazon.



Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde: The Study Guide Edition by Francis Gilbert – note, not all students will be studying Jekyll
and Hyde, but this is an excellent copy of the text with integrated glossary and revision tasks.



No Fear Shakespeare editions – modernised language runs alongside the original: a handy edition to help
understanding on a lesson by lesson basis.
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How
w Can I Su
upport Myy Child’s Spelling,
S
P
Punctuatio
on and Grrammar?
Therre is an increeased emphaasis on spelling, punctuattion and gram
mmar (SPAG
G) in the new
w English GCSSEs: AO6 cou
unts
for 20%
2 of marks in the English Languagee exam, and AO4 counts for 5% in En
nglish Literature. We kno
ow that somee
stud
dents (and paarents!) find this quite in
ntimidating. There’s
T
also an emphasiss on SPAG in extended an
nswers in other
GCSE subjects, in
ncluding Scieence and Hisstory.
p tips for sup
pporting your child’s SPAG:
Heree are our top

•We're not suggesting thatt you sit down and
have your child read to yo
ou, but reading th
he
same boo
ok and then discu
ussing what you
both thou
ught of it. There'ss some suggested
d
reading on
o the next page.

•Encourage your chiild to independen
ntly
check that they've used capital letteers and
fulll stops and identtify spelling errors in their
wo
ork ‐ and then encourage them to correct
theem.
•If you
y then want to
o check their workk, please
do
on't identify everyy spelling error (this can
bee extremely diheaartening) ‐ focus on
o three
of four key words first.

En
ncourage yo
our
child to proo
of‐read
work
their homew

Read with
w your
child

•This is gre
eat for if your child struggles with
spelling.
•They can watch anything ‐ not just 'English
h'y
things
ng said, it also wo
orks brilliantly for
•That bein
revising your
y
child's Shakeespeare play ‐ it
will bring the script to life and help them
understan
nd the langauge.

Watch TV and films
ubtitles
with su

•Picck a 'word of the day' or week, and use the
wo
ord in conversatio
on as many timess as you
can that day or weeek ‐ you could even make
a game
g
of it.
•Wo
ordthink.com and
d Dictionary.com
m and
maany other websitees offer a word of
o the day
and its definition(s)). You can also siggn up to
ulary word deliveered to
have a daily vocabu
your email inbox frrom
oxforddictionaries.com, or use appss such as
Wo
ord of the Day on
n your phone.

Wo
ord of the day

•There are SPAG errors all aroun
nd us
(especially witth apostrophes an
nd spelling) ‐
and once you start noticing theem, you won't
be able to shop. Compete with your child to
see who can fiind the most via text,
t
whatsapp, snaapchat, polaroid, disposable
camera... If yo
ou're baffled by apostrophes,
then Oxford dictionaries have an
a excellent
webpage that explains them.

SPAG mistake hunt
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Suggested Reading: Please note that some of the more challenging reads contain adult content, so you may want to
check the texts before purchasing for your children.

Contemporary Fiction
Popular Young Adult Fiction Authors
•Neil Gaiman
•John Green
•Philippa Gregory
•Ali Lewis
•Beverley Naidoo
•Patrick Ness
•Philip Pullman
•Meg Roscoff
•Marcus Sedgewick

•Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro
•The Kite Runner and A Thousand Splendid Suns, both Khaled Hosseini
•Life of Pi by Yann Martel
•Enigma by Robert Harris
•Anita and Me by Meera Syal
•The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night‐Time by Mark Haddon
•Refugee Boy by Benjamin Zephaniah
•The Road by Cormac McCarthy
•The Shadow of the Wind by Carlos Ruiz Zafon
•White Teeth by Zadie Smith
•The Woman in Black by Susan Hill
•Night Circus by Erin Morgensten
•Lovely Bones by Alice Sebold

Modern Classics
•Rebecca by Daphne du Maurier
•To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee
•A Farewell to Arms by Ernest Hemingway
•The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald
•1984 by George Orwell
•Catch 22 by Joseph Heller
•The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger
•The Color Purple by Alice Walker
•Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck

Non‐Fiction
•I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou
•I Am Malala by Malala Yousafazi
•My Family and Other Animals by Gerard Durrell

Short Stories
To Support Understanding of Shakespeare Plays

•Wessex Tales by Thomas Hardy
•The Long Valley/Tortilla Flat/Cannery Row/The Pearl/The Gift/The
Promise by John Steinbeck
•The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway
•A Diamond as Big as the Sea by F. Scott Fitzgerald
•The Birds by Daphne du Maurier

•Shakespeare by Bill Bryson
•Shakespeare’s Restless World by Neil MacGregor
•Hamlet by Shakespeare (for the supernatural and murder)
•Anthony and Cleopatra (for a powerful female)

To Support Understanding of the Post‐1914 Texts

To Support Understanding of the 19th Century Texts:

•Tess of the D’Urbervilles by Thomas Hardy (a character similar to Eva
Smith in An Inspector Calls)
•Animal Farm by George Orwell (An Inspector Calls)
•The Silver Sword by Ian Serraillier (An Inspector Calls)
•Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck (An Inspector Calls)
•Educating Rita by Willy Russell (Blood Brothers)
•Our Day Out by Willy Russell (Blood Brothers)
•A Kestrel for a Knave by Barry Hines (Blood Brothers)
•1984 by George Orwell (Lord of the Flies)
•The Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad (Lord of the Flies)
•The Crucible by Arthur Miller (Lord of the Flies)

•The Signalman by Charles Dickens
•Alice in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll
•The Water Babies by Charles Kingsley
•Treasure Island by Robert Lois Stevenson
•The Sign of the Four (Sherlock Holmes) by Arthur Conan Doyle
•Dracula by Bram Stoker
•The Moonstone by Wilkie Collins
•Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte
•Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen
•Great Expectations by Charles Dickens
•Frankenstein by Mary Shelley

Poetry
•Any other poems and collections by the poets in the anthology,
such a Lyrical Ballads (Wordsworth and Coleridge, Seamus
Heaney’s poetry and Rupert Brooke’s other war sonnets
•Wilfred Owen by Dominic Hibberd
•The Diaries of Siegfried Sassoon
•Birdsong by Sebastian Faulks
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